
Bloomington Urban Enterprise Association 

Board Meeting Minutes 

City Hall, McCloskey Conf. Room - 401 N. Morton St. 

2.13.19 
 

ROLL CALL 
 

Members Present:  Paul Ash, Julie Donham, Matthew Cole, Jane Kupersmith, Chris Sturbaum, Jackie Yenna, Alex 

Crowley, Margaret Fette  

 

Members Absent:   

 

City Staff Present:  Brian Payne, Laurel Waters, Sean Starowitz, Larry Allen 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES – January 19, 2019 

 

Paul moved to approve the minutes.  Motion seconded.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

REPORTS FROM OFFICERS & COMMITTEES  

 

 Director’s Report – Brian reported the renewal for the Enterprise Zone was approved.  The Enterprise 

Zone will exist through the end of 2023.  This means we can begin accepting new Enterprise Zone 

Investment deductions.  Brian talked to the State and the tax credit will stay in place for 2018 due to the 

fact the Zone did exist for part of 2018.  Enterprise Zone Investment deductions are starting to be filed. 

 

The next meeting is scheduled during spring break and Brian will be out.  The Board rescheduled the March meeting 

for March 20th. 

 

 Financial Report – Brian presented the expenditures for the month. 

 

NEW BUSINESS  

 

 Welcome and Introduce Matthew Cole – Brian introduced the newest BUEA member, Matthew Cole.  

Matthew Cole gave a brief bio, and stated he was very excited to be part of the BUEA.   

 

 Sean gave an update on what the City is doing with Arts funding and what we are hoping to do in 2019.  He 

also announced a new strategic plan for the Bloomington Entertainment & Arts District “BEAD” and 

introduced a new BEAD logo. 

 

Some potential projects Sean mentioned was a community project with The Warehouse, the photo club to encourage 

next generation artists, expanding the mural in Building Trades Park, and art at the north end of the B-Line, and 

expanding art into neighborhoods and other places outside of the downtown.  National RFQ’s have gone out for art 

in the Trades District and Switchyard through the one percent for the arts program.  There were over 80 submissions 

for the Trades District, and 40 submissions for Switchyard.   

 

Sean announced there will be an Arts Grants info session on Wednesday, February 20th at 5:30 p.m.   It has 

expanded and Visit Bloomington and the Indiana Arts Commission will be included.  Brian will also attend to talk 

about tax exemptions available for businesses, and invited BUEA members if they’d like to attend.  The BAC has 

changed their criteria, and will now entertain the idea of operational support. 

 

Discussion ensued about possible places where art could/should go, and art work maintenance costs. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

 Final Approval of Marketing/Communications RFQ and bid solicitation – Brian made changes suggested in 

the last meeting, and asked for other suggestions. Margaret stated it should ask for examples of what they 



have done in the past.  He stated he is ready to send this out and encouraged members to send it along to 

those they thought qualified.  Julie added, she would suggest asking for references.  Discussion ensued.  

Brian will update the RFQ and send to his contact list and copy board members so they can pass along to 

anyone they feel would qualify.  Asking for submissions by March 8th.  Questions can be emailed to Brian. 

 

No other action needed. 

 

GENERAL DISCUSSION 

 

 CDFI Update (Alex/Jane)   Alex had to leave so Brian gave the update on CDFI.  Jane stated there has not 

been a meeting since the first one she attended.  Currently the group is focused on looking for a staffer.  

There will be an announcement soon on what the private investment will be.   

 

 Other Updates reference the Trades District 

 

Bond has been approved for a new garage in the Trades District 

Actively marketing parcels in the Trades District.  Dave Harstad has been retained to help market those open green 

fields. 

The Showers Bros Admin building and the Showers kiln are for sale.  Staff should have marketing material soon to 

pass out, and will send out to the BUEA group. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion and second to adjourn.  Meeting adjourned at 1:14 p.m. 

 


